CHAPTER III
THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SARAJEVO
ASSASSINATION
THE preceding chapters on Balkan Problems, Franz
Ferdinand, and the Assassination Plot have given a brief
narrative of the events and an account of the conditions
which contributed to the fatal tragedy at Sarajevo. They
will also have indicated to some extent the responsibility for
it. But they left aside several much-disputed questions
which can now be best dealt with separately, before one
attempts to draw any final conclusions concerning the rela-
tive responsibility for the crime which was the immediate
occasion of the World War. Chief among these disputed
points are the motives of the assassins, the lack of Austrian
police protection, the part played by Dimitrijevitch and the
"Black Hand/7 M. Pashitch's cognizance of the plot and
failure to prevent it, and the alleged Serbian warning to
Austria.
MOTIVES OF THE ASSASSINS
A man's motives are ordinarily mixed, and often not
even fully understood by himself. This is particularly true
in the case of a political murderer, who has every reason
to expect that one of the. consequences of his act will be
his own death. One would naturally expect to find each
assassin assigning various reasons for his deed, and to find
that the different conspirators differed somewhat from one
another in the emphasis which they placed on their various
motives. This is in fact the case with the half dozen
youths who conspired against Franz Ferdinand. Princip
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